
Gulf Coast and Caribbean 2025 State of the Sceince Meeting

MARCH 03
4:00 - 5:00 p.m. | Welcome and Opening Session
Farah Arosemena-Murfee, State of the Science Meeting Series,

Southeastern Coastal Center for Agricultural Health and Safety, University of Florida

J. Glenn Morris, Southeastern Coastal Center for Agricultural Health and Safety, 

Emerging Pathogens Institute, University of Florida

Alan McCulla, International Fund for Fishing Safety, The Seafarers' Charity 

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. | Poster Session with Light Fare 

MARCH 04
7:00 - 8:00 a.m. | Breakfast

8:00 a.m. | Panel 1: Community Voices
Moderated by Pablo Mendez-Lazaro  

Raimundo Espinoza: Conservacion ConCiencia, Fishing Practices and Conservation 
Ricardo Lugo, Asociación de Pescadores Artesanales de Boquerón: Strengthening the viability and resilience of
small-scale fisheries and enhancing the community’s well-being and economic livelihood 
Nicolás Gómez Andújar, Fishermen’s Association of Culebra: Community burden and need

9:30 a.m. | Special Session: Building better strategies to address health and well-being of fishing
communities through social network analysis 
Danielle Varda,Visible Network Labs 

AGENDA

10:15 a.m. | Break
Coffee/Tea/Cold Beverages/Snacks

10:30 a.m. | Panel 2: Research/Extension
Moderated by Glenn Morris

Shannon Guillot-Wright: Department of Environmental and Occupational Health at University of Texas, School of
Public Health and Director of the PEOPLE Centered Lab: Health disparities and Doc-side Clinics
Eric Wade: East Carolina University, Complex Impacts of Socio-Environmental Change on Community Resilience and
Wellbeing 
John Diaz, University of Florida, Institute of Food & Agricultural Sciences, Department of Agricultural Education and
Communication, Gulf Coast Research and Education Center – Fostering Resilience and Innovation: Advancing
Community-Driven Solutions for Sustainable Fisheries in the Gulf Coast and Caribbean
Carlos Garcia-Quijano, University of Rhode Island, Coastal resources, Local Knowledge, and Human Well-being: The
value of small-scale fishing communities for healthy and equitable coastal futures.
Leann Cyr, Alaska Marine Safety Education Association: Using a community based participatory research approach
with Alaska Native Setnetters to improve safety in a high risk and small-scale fishery.
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1:00 p.m. | Panel 3: Research/Extension
Moderated by Julie Sorensen

Angela Lindsey, Utilizing Extension and the Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN) in disaster preparation,
mitigation, response, and recovery – Lessons learned from 2024 natural and biological disasters
Amanda Roome, Beneath the surface: Mental health in commercial fisheries
Jay Kim, Incubating a fisherman’s intervention idea for reducing musculoskeletal injuries among scallopers
Megan Considine, Advancing a restorative oyster aquaculture industry in the U.S. Caribbean

AGENDA

2:15 p.m. | Break
Coffee/Tea/Cold Beverages/Snacks

2:30 p.m. | Panel 4: Opportunities and Solutions
Moderated by Farah Arosemena

Nicolás Gómez Andújar, Fishermen’s Association of Culebra: Weaving connections from cooperation and conflict
social networks in Puerto Rico's small scale fishing communities
Capt. Chris Wittman, Captains for Clean Water Preserving Paradise initiative, influencing policy change (Florida)
Bob Glazer, Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI): Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI): Scenario
planning approaches for identifying impacts, opportunities, and adaptive solutions in a changing climate
Julie Sorensen, Northeast Center for Occupational Health and Safety: Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing/New York
Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health Innovation Exchange (IFISH7)

12:00  - 1:00 p.m. | Lunch
Lunch Buffett 



IFISH Innovation Exchanges
Julie Sorensen, Jennifer Lincoln and Florence Poulain

Addressing the Basic Needs of Commercial Fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico
Amanda Wickman, Bibiana Toro Figueira, Jeffrey Levin and Shannon Guillot-Wright

Fishing for Justice: Addressing Coastal Displacement and Seafood Accessibility in Culebra, Puerto Rico  
Emmanuel Maldonado-Gonzalez, Nicolás Gómez Andújar and Nathania Martinez

Opioid Overdose Response Training for Commercial Fishermen
Denise Damewood and Leanne Cyr

Exploring the Applicability of a Participatory Action Research Framework for Addressing Heat-Related Illness in
Puerto Rico’s Fishing Industry
John Diaz and Ysabel Polanco

Health Effect of Climate Change and Heat Stress in Farming and Fishing Occupations: A Risk Factor for Chronic
Kidney Disease
Jie Zhou, Shaolin Xiang, Daniel Verdugo, Kathryn Greenberg, Valentina Steveson, Yang Yang, John Roberts, Jamie
Butler-Dawson, Abdel Alli, Nancy Denslow and Chris Vulpe

Feasibility analysis for artisanal native oyster mariculture supply chain in Culebra, PR
Megan Considine and Nicolás Gómez Andújar

Lines of Support: Tackling Stress at Sea
Amanda Roome, Julie Sorensen, Kimberly Gertz and John Huber

Pathway to Innovation in Occupational Health and Safety: Creating the Northeast Center Research to Practice
Incubator
Liane Hirabayashi

Outcomes of a Southeastern Coastal Center for Agricultural Health and Safety Study on Low Back Pain in Clam
Aquaculture Workers in Cedar Key, FL
Kimberly Dunleavy 
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